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that does not require a sub-station
built at every intersection can run
for three to five hours. “We hope
that blackouts don’t last that long,
but they could go on for six hours.”

The solar project powers an inter-
section as well as the lights in front of
the Johannesburg Civic Theatre. The
device is a 48m?2 bed of solar panels
elevated 4im above the ground by two
concrete pillars and is connected to
the nearby intersections. The initia-
tive has been running since Decem-
ber 3 last year. Mackay said it has not
lost power yet.

Bredenkamp says the solution
proposed by the CEF is the com-
bined use of batteries and more
reliable solar power for “critical
intersections”. He says there were
places identified by the JRA and the
municipality that they would like
have had “done yesterday” — such
as Grayston Drive in Johannesburg
and Fountain Circle in Pretoria.

Mackay says the options are being
weighed and there are no plans to
fast-track any specific proposal soon.
“We might end up with a combina-
tion of each if that’s what works out
best for the city.”

Government is allowing tax cred-
its of R400-million to encourage
businesses to sponsor solar-pow-
ered traffic lights. A special dis-
pensation from the South African
Revenue Service allows a 150%
write-off on investments in solar
traffic lights.

More than R40-million in fund-
ing has been secured, says the CEF,
which is promoting the initiative.




